Welcome To The

2010 “Pride of Choctaw”
High School Marching Band

The Choctaw High School Instrumental Music program provides an opportunity unlike
any other offered at our school. While our marching band may be the most visual part
of our program, we also offer concert band, jazz band, solos, ensembles, All-State and
other honor band opportunities. In addition to wonderful musical opportunities, band
serves as a sort of “home base” or “HQ” for many of our students. From day one, you
will find instant friends with similar interests and goals. Some of the people you meet
will remain your friends for a lifetime. This packet is designed to help you be as
successful as possible.



mailto:band@cnpschools.org
http://www.choctawband.com/

The Pride of Choctaw and Halftime Band

We have the Pride of Choctaw, and a halftime band. These bands consist of the same members with the
exception of halftime only students will not perform at contests. As all students will have drill books, drill, and will
march each day, the band staff will be able to assess the progress made by halftime members. Halftime students
who attend each rehearsal, and show adequate skill may be called upon to replace those with a competition spot
in the Pride of Choctaw at anytime. Therefore, it is in the best interest of halftime students to be present, as they
will not be advanced if absent from a rehearsal where a spot becomes available. By contrast, those with
competition spots may be replaced if absences occur, or if performance is not adequate. Even with traditionally
excused absences, should enough rehearsal time not be possible for quality performance, a replacement may
need to be made.

To earn a spot in the Pride of Choctaw, students should meet the criteria as outlined below.
AEBe enrolled in band for both the fall and spring semesters.

AEComplete and be accepted through an audition process.
Students not accepted into thi&ride of Choctawill perform at each football game both in the stands and at halftime, all pep assemblies and

parades.{ $S & al NXXidefex . T3 Y2NB RSiGFAfaD
AEReturn a signed contract of participation.
AEWinds should attend 5 of 8 Summer Fundamental Marching Rehearsals.

AEAttend each day of the Mandatory Summer Camp and each rehearsal during the marching season.

AEAttend each scheduled rehearsal and performance without exception.{ §§ édal NDKAY3 .| yR DdzA RSt

Important Contact Information
Questions can always be directed to our email address and
for information, please use our website. Check before
events and dates to make sure there have been no changes. — —

Important things will be addressed on the “Homepage” and
other “Summer Band” information can be found on the
“Summer Band” page. “Band Notes” will not be active again
until school begins.

Not every announcement can be written down. Some have
to be verbal. Listen to everything and check the website!

Email
band@cnpschools.org
Website
www.choctawband.com
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NNo Practice,
No Play!o

No one has the right to perform. Everyone should understand this very simple rule. If you

dondt practice you may not pl ay. Thi s nergcased t h:
for grade purposes, it still prohibits you from learning. Therefore, it would be possible to have
an AAO in the grade book ndlmdmberastwelpemoufhota returnto Wh e n

school and rehearsal, they may have to wait until they are caught up enough to return to
performances. In some instances spots in the fiPride of Choctawo may have been filled by
usable members of the halftime band. When this happens, tryouts or auditions may be held to
determine who the best person for the spot is, but no guarantees will be given.

Should the band staff believe that a person with a halftime spot would better serve the interest
of the ensemble, a change may be made? This change may, once again, not be reflected in
the grade book. Again, the band staff may not want to Burdon the student with a lowered
grade if they are giving an appropriate amount of effort.

Dondét f all arextuseotfh es ayrianpg e
AThis was my only absence.o
fAlt was for a good reason.o
ASomeone el se missed placted.ot hey wer en

The following is areprint of the Marching Band Policies page. Read and
understand what is says.
This is a privilege to those who have the ability to commit time and energy to one of the single
greatest activities our school has to offer. Homework, jobs, and all non school activities must be
managed. Students who are not able to shuffle work, homework, and other activities may find it
i mpossible to accept the rigors of a s
new students who may need assistance managing time requirements. At rehearsals, members
who are not in attendance, even on the first absence, may be replaced by those students with
halftime spots who are in attendance. Should a prolonged illness prohibit participation, spots will
be filled. Should a spot be filled with another student, it may not be possible for the original student
to regain a position unless another spot becomes available.



,( Choctaw High School Marching Band
The Pride of Choctaw and Halftime/Pep Marching Band

Many members of fAThe Pr i davadingadivites poseibe andfitdh i s act
themselves lifelong fans of both marching band and music in general. Often the friendships and bonds forged in this activity survive
long after their high school days are over. The hard work and time commitment only serve to reinforce the concept that there are
students who are willing to sacrifice great amounts of time and energy in order to succeed on levels they previously thought impossible.
0The ofChoctabk@@ Mar chi ng Band
To be a memberawfHiigheS®Phodleds Cohmgeti ti ve marching ¢k
1. Complete an audition process. This process will be outlined during the spring semester and both musical and visual abilities
will be taken into account. Students who are accepted should; Enroll in both the fall and spring semesters, sign and return a
participation contract, and attend all events of the competitive marching band
2. Attendeachrehearsa. i The Pri ded and fAHalftime/ Pep Bandod rehe:
period, Tuesday evening from 6-8:30pm, and selected Saturdays as outlined in advance. The color guard and drum line will
attend at least one sectional rehearsal each week. This day and time will be set when adjunct guard and percussion staff are
available. The color guard often times begins practice earlier than the full ensemble when adjunct instructors are available.
i TheofGhocktwbe and fAHal fti me/ Pep Bandd performs at eac
3. Remain academically eligible for competition
Acceptance of a spot in the competitive marching band is optional. As such, members of the competitive marching band will attend
each rehearsal and performance without exception or excuse.
1. As this is an optional activity, and a privilege to those who have the ability to commit time and energy to one of the single
greatest activities our school has to offer. Homework, jobs, and all non school activities must be managed. Just as with all
other teams or activities, members will need to manage time and resources wisely in order to balance all requirements. Only
illnesses that prevent school attendance will be given consideration.
2. Students who are not able to shuffle work, homework, and other activities may find it impossible to accept the rigors of a spot
in AToE@octBvdi deAssi stance and tutoring are avail abl
requirements.
3. Atrehearsals, members who are not in attendance may be replaced by those students with halftime spots who are in
attendance. Should a prolonged illness prohibit participation, spots will be filled.
4. Students who do not successfully learn music, guard work, drill, etc. may be replaced at staff discretion.
5. Should a spot be filled with another student, it may not be possible for the original student to regain a position unless another
spot becomes available.
Halftime/Pep Band
It is the hope of the band staff that developing marchers with halftime/pep band only roles will strive to earn a spot in the competitive
marching band next year. If used correctly, this time can be used to improve both marching and playing skills.
1. Al students who are not accepted into AThe Plside
and performances will be given an opportunity to perform during halftime.
2. These members will not perform at competitive performances.
3. These members may be given the option of upgrading their status to include a spot in the competition band should spots
become available. Should this opportunity present itself the band staff will select students who have shown both musical and
vi sual competency. I'n additionaccouat. student 6s atti



Altdéds Just That Simpl eo
A Friendly Note
The band staff enjoys their jobs as much as our band members enjoy and have fun being a part of the band. No one
has fun dealing with membatten Wik theralvallrbd dfficial maydbooks, forreal condracts t
and a lot of other information sent home, almost everything boils down to two simple things. 1. Try as hard as you can
and 2. Show up where you are supposed to. Let this friendly note serve as a motto or creed on how to be successful.
We have a lot of very smart people in our program. Because of that, if you do the two things above, we will be great and

have a great ti me. ltds that si mpl

,This could be one of the best things vy osstheocoiry mbre studentd o

are involved in band than any other activity. Why so many? Why do many of our own students treat the band room as

a second home? Why do they consider the friends they have in band almost like family? Show up and try hard, and
you tell me . I'tés that simple!

. All attendance policies are designed to help insure that the two things | mentioned above happen. Maybe this will
help. Ifyouwantaspot,wh en A Summer Byounghauld begpigsem.sWhy? Are we trying to be difficult? Of
course not. Are we trying to be mean? No. Along with every other quality program in our state, we will not only learn to
march, but begin the show as well. Yes, we will learn a very large portion of the show before school begins. It is not
possible for someone who has never marched before to notattendi Summer F u n d afinSeunnt nael rs 0B aonrd
be successful. | wish it was, but 1t | usinfadtdisthe wapspats i
work as well. The football team will not wait till school begins to start making decisions like who will start and what
positions they will play. My comparison with sports could be taken a little further. Even if the perceived starter at any
position misses practices due to even something that may even be excused, will he necessarily start when he has
missed learning the game plan for the next opponent? Once again, of course not. Wh a t ? Excused at
ok? No absence is ok. Some are just tolerated. Every effort is made to help and deal with illness, and other
unforeseen things, but most other things can be avoided if thought out. Instead of making an absence the first option,

make it the last. Instead of .cOoynwihghawvwetaepodhl @@meé Wi
,Let me bring one more things to your attention. Thi ¢
l ong enough youdéll see exactly what 1 86m tal kiangrsaidnowith .

students or parents not about how they can perform better, but rather how to get out of something, it is a waste of their

ti me that could be better spent planning for the nmort

parent. One of the most common heard things is fAthis wasAlt
events. This wonderful activity is for those who can commit the time and energy required to be great.

,Dondét you desertve bheer edlalne good at what you do? Mo s
they are good. Show up! For your own sake!

R. Eary 2006



2010Pride of Choctaw and HalftinrMarching Band
( Quick overview of Summer Band, Rehearsals, and Crdatss

Pay close attention to the dates on this page. This is not a full calendar, but meant only to highlight
certain dates and make all parties aware of particular events. Any changes in these dates and times will be published on
the website, www.choctawband.com Please send questions to band@cnpschools.org

¢ Tuesdayd Cdzy RIF YSYy Gl € € NBKSIF NARFf & RdzNA
June 8, 15, 22, 29 and July 6, 13, 20, 27

7-8:30pm @ stadium or practice field
Winds/DL should attend 5 of 8.

¢ 2010 Drill Design Summer Camp
Full Band dates:
August 2-6, and August 9 and 10

2:30-5pm

6:30-9pm
¢ Once school begins, full band begins each school day at 7:45am until the end of first

period until the end of marching band season.
¢ Once school begins, we have Tuesday rehearsals from 6-8:30pm through the end of
marching band.

¢ Remember, the Color Guard and Drum line will have one extra sectional per week.

¢ Summer Band Marathon & Cookout
Saturday August 28 (tentative)
8:30am — 11am @ practice field
12:30pm — 3pm @ stadium
Cookout/Performance 7pm
These are required ents. This performanagill consist of marching and playing thetie first segment of the show!

¢ See the calendar for all Football Gameé¢ LIS NF 2 NI y OS &

¢ 2010 Contest Season Dates
September 18 @ Moore Outdoor Music Festival at Moore H.S.
September 25 @ Putnam City Classic at Putnam City H.S.
October 9 — @ UCO Invitational at Wantland Stadium in Edmond
October 26 — OSSAA @ Cameron University, Lawton
October 30 — OBA @ TBA
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#9 2010Pride of Choctaw and Halftirvarching Band

Contract of Participation

By signing and returning this document the student will receive a spot in the marching band show. In addition,
the return of this document is to show receipt of the contest dates and the Summer Band dates. As drill and
music are custom written for each individual student, it is vital that this document be returned.

The student is agreeing to:

1. Participate in the Choctaw High School Marching Band for the duration of the marching band season.

2. Follow a code of conduct that is respectful, professional, and courteous at all times.

3. Be aware of, and follow the policies of the individual sections in which they are a member. For example, the
drum line and color guard will have different sectional rehearsal schedules. These individual section policies, if
they exist different from the entire band will be made available to the students.

4. Attend each contest, performance, and rehearsal without exception. As this is an optional activity, we have no
excused events for homework, personal matters, work, or other outside activities.

5. Not “double book” with other groups. Once a spot has been awarded, it is the responsibility of the student to
ensure that any other group or organization, either school related or not, understands that these dates are
not flexible. Nor is the attendance at each date by the members of the band flexible. Each participating
member has the right to assume that each other member will be present at all performances. It is unfair to
the other members of our organization or members of the other group in question to be, in a sense, held
hostage or have a substandard performance based on what another student thought at that moment might be
the most “fun”. This is by definition, selfish. It also shows a lack of character and ethical standards by which all
organizations claim to exist. As always, should another school activity be scheduled at the same time, every
consideration will be given that would allow the student to do both should scheduling permit. In the past
there have been examples of students being transported from one event to another by their own parents.

To receive a spot in the Choctaw High School Marching Band show, sign and return this form to the band

office before the last day of school.
When you return this contract you are really saying...
GL gAff GNEB & KINR | dikelt. Evért when Sedife vipsefirkeS v
90SY 6KSY LOY UANBR® D@BYY BKESlW Iji deA

Student printed name

Student signature

Parent signature (The parent is stating their awareness of the commitment made by the student)

A publication of the
Choctaw High School Band, 14300 NE 10t St. Choctaw, OK 73020
Email band@cnpschools.orgWeb site: www.choctawband.com
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